
                           
 
Sunday Service 29th November 2020     
 
Shona plays ‘It came upon a midnight clear’  
  
Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you; and also with you.  

As we gather in our homes, together yet apart, we meet in the presence 
of God; the God who is the same, today, yesterday and tomorrow; the 
God who is with us today, during this lockdown and always; the God who 
loves us.  
 
The First Sunday of Advent - HOPE 
 
Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 
More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for 
Jesus, the Light of the World. 
 

Psalm 33 says:  

“We wait in hope for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 

  

We light the first candle - the candle of hope 

 

Song:  “Longing for light, we wait in darkness” 

                       sung and played by Hilary, Richard, and Sue   

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your Holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts; shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 



 
Prayer of confession:  
 
Heavenly Father, you have created a universe of light: 
forgive us when we return to the darkness. 
Lord, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world: 
Cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy.    Christ, have mercy.    
 
Holy Spirit, you give us light in our hearts: 
Renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God,  
who in Jesus Christ has given us  
a kingdom which cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
  
Song:   Lo, He comes with clouds descending  

sung & played by Richard C, Judith, Sue, Hilary, Richard G, 
Rosie, and Colin    

 
Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of His train. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold Him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at naught and sold Him, 



pierced, and nailed Him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

Now Redemption, long expected, 

see in solemn pomp appear! 

All His saints, by man rejected, 

now shall meet Him in the air. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

See the day of God appear! 

Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 

high on Thy eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the Kingdom of Thine own. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

everlasting God, come down! 

    
Bible Reading:  Mark 13: 24-37  read by Liz Dormer-Ainge    
 
A Reflection, on Mark 13 v 32, from Peter Murray 

A teacher told his class that he would be going away for a considerable 

time and said that he would give a prize to the student with the most tidy 

desk when he returned. But he did not say exactly when he would be 

back. Naturally, each student was keen to obtain the prize, including a 

little girl whose desk was normally quite untidy. “Mary, you’ll never win”, 

jeered her classmates, “your desk is never neat”. “Oh, I’ll clean it this 

afternoon”, she said. “Suppose our teacher comes back before then?” 

someone replied. “Then I’ll clean it before lunch.” “He may be back 

before then,” said someone else. Mary thought for a moment and then 

replied very firmly, “I know what I will do. I’ll just keep my desk clean all 

the time.”    

 

Jesus assured his followers that one day He would return to earth but did 

not say when that would happen. This event is clearly of great 

significance because there are more than 250 references to it in the New 

Testament. Every time we recite The Creed in corporate worship we are 

reminded of the fact that “He will come again to judge the living and the 



dead.” It is, as the poet Tennyson says in ‘In Memoriam’: “the one far-off 

divine event to which the whole creation moves”.   

 

Here is a question for you. Do you know what the following dates have in 

common? 1248, 1306, 1666, 1689, 1792, 1836, 1844, 1914, 1936, 

1960,1974, 1981, 1988, 1989, 1992, 1994, 2011. I am sure you know 

these are all times that various people - serious Bible students and others 

with a particular fascination for The Second Coming – have predicted the 

return of Christ. For many the subject has been an obsession. It is 

extremely complicated and there are a variety of interpretations 

surrounding it.  

 

When predictions are taken to extremes the results can be catastrophic. 

Here is just one example. An American radio evangelist put forward 1994 

as the date of The Second Coming. When it did not happen, he revised 

his calculations and came up with May 2011. He received millions of 

dollars in donations to his programme to advertise the prophecy on 

billboards. When that date came and went, the final date offered was 

October 21st of that year; and after that nothing else was heard from 

him, thankfully. Did all the donors receive their money back? It appears 

they did not. The only results from this kind of activity are widespread 

disillusionment, excessive misuse of finance, time and energy, a serious 

weakening of the faith of many sincere Christian people, and the 

opportunities for non-Christians to ridicule Christianity.     

  

Our reading today tells us that although we do not know the time of 

Christ’s coming, the fact of his coming is absolutely certain and we are to 

live in such a way that we are vigilant and prepared. We are not meant to 

know when. Verse 32 of today’s reading tells us that only God the Father 

knows. Even the Son does not. Now we might be thinking that if Jesus 

does not know then his divine nature is diminished. It is generally 

acknowledged that this is a difficult verse to understand but often, where 

a gospel writer expresses the human nature of Jesus (as in this verse), 

we find an equal expression of his divine nature close by. In the 

preceding verse it says: “…my words will never pass away”. Also, scholars 

have pointed out that Jesus would not know; that “only the Father” 

knows unless He shares divine nature. So, we are to live each day as 



faithful disciples, to “be ready” (Matthew 24:44) and to be alert and 

watchful (Mark 13:33,34,37) doing His will and helping to extend His 

Kingdom.    

 

And keeping our desk clean! Speculation is futile; but preparation is 

crucial.  

 

Song:   O come, O come, Emmanuel  
sung & played by Lesley, Hilary, Karen, and Terry 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
          Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
         Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, Thou rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, Thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by Thine Advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, Thou key of David, come,  
and open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
       Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 



Prayers of Intercession,   led by Penny Taylor    

In joyful expectation of Him coming to our aid we pray to our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus. 

Come to your church as Lord and Judge. We pray for your church 

throughout the world, for our vicar Veronica, for all priests and deacons; 

praying especially for the appointment of a new Bishop of Lynn. Giving 

thanks for Bishop Jonathan as he retires and continuing to pray for 

Bishop Graham. We also pray for your persecuted church; where being a 

Christian is very hard. We pray for organisations which support our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, for the Barnabus Fund and Open Doors. 

Help us all to live in the light of your coming and give us a longing for 

your kingdom. 

Maranatha (Come Lord Jesus). Amen  

 

Come to your world as King of the nations. We pray for the USA and their 

new President; for our own UK government and advisors in light of new 

Covid-19 regulations. We give thanks for the vaccines which are now 

becoming available. We continue to remember those places where there 

is little, or no, health service; and pray for the most vulnerable and those 

who seek to help them. 

Lord Jesus, before you rulers will stand in silence.  

Maranatha (Come Lord Jesus). Amen  

 

Come to the suffering as Saviour and Comforter. We pray for those who 

are suffering from limiting and painful diseases, those who have poor 

mental health, and those affected by Covid-19. 

Lord Jesus, break into our lives, where we struggle with sickness and 

distress; and set us free to serve you for ever. 

Maranatha (Come Lord Jesus). Amen  

 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. We remember 

families and friends of those who have died, those whose funerals are in 

the coming days, and those we have known.  

Give us, with all the faithful departed, a share in your victory over evil 

and death. 

Maranatha (Come Lord Jesus). Amen  



Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. Lift us up to 

meet you so that, with all your saints and angels, we may live and reign 

with you in your new creation. 

Maranatha (Come Lord Jesus). Amen  

 

A silence is kept. 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people who 

trust in your love. 

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as 

it is in heaven,  

Where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God for ever 

and ever.    Amen 

 

We pray together the Lord’s Prayer,  led by Roger Flickling   

 

Final Prayer 

With love and compassion - Come, Lord Jesus 

With judgement and mercy - Come, Lord Jesus 

In power and glory - Come, Lord Jesus 

In wisdom and truth - Come, Lord Jesus 

 
Blessing   
 
May God himself, the God of peace, 
Make you perfect and holy, 
Keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 
For the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you and those you love always.  
Amen 
 
As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Shona plays 'Oh, holy night’ 

************************ 



Come and join for virtual Church, Coffee and Chat - on Sunday at 

10am - this is the Zoom link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9960936343?pwd=TlErVHp3UHBzZHNTSm16

QzdCNUY0Zz09       Meeting ID: 996 093 6343   Passcode: 150936 

Contact Veronica at heacham.vicar@gmail.com to invite you. 

 

HEACHAM PARISH CHURCH online service will be on YouTube from 

8am on Sunday morning. Watch out for the email link from Veronica. 

 

 

Although there is a link on the flyer, it is not live, so people need to use: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4bZOKQk5SAyGi9i04xzeJw 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4bZOKQk5SAyGi9i04xzeJw


Morning Prayer continues Monday-Friday at 9am via Zoom. 

The link for Mon, Tues, Wed and Thurs (Veronica) 

 https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9960936343?pwd=TlErVHp3UHBz

ZHNTSm16QzdCNUY0Zz09   

Meeting ID: 996 093 6343   Passcode: 150936 

On Friday, (Bernard and Kate) 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2789441922?pwd=NmRMSnVRVTd

5ODFKa1VaUnZKZlBXdz09     

Meeting ID: 278 944 1922   Passcode: 2AN2A7 

 

 

The Archbishops Call to Pray for our Nation 

We call upon the Church of England to make November 2020 a month of 

prayer for our nation. We know that we are in the faithful hands of the 

risen Christ who knows our weaknesses, tiredness, and struggles and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Anyone who wishes to do so is 

invited by the Archbishops to join them in daily prayer at 6pm 

during lockdown using resources published on the Church of 

England’s website and social media channels. 

 
Podcast: ‘Sunday Hope’ 
The Diocese of Norwich has a weekly audio podcast called 'Sunday Hope'. 
It is available on Apple Podcasts, Google 
Podcasts, Spotify, Overcast, and more.  
The podcast can also be listened to from any landline telephone: 
call 01603 537577 (local rate) to hear the latest edition.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9960936343?pwd%3DTlErVHp3UHBzZHNTSm16QzdCNUY0Zz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1-IoPFcz9BVPHe5XUv1M8b
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9960936343?pwd%3DTlErVHp3UHBzZHNTSm16QzdCNUY0Zz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1-IoPFcz9BVPHe5XUv1M8b
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2789441922?pwd=NmRMSnVRVTd5ODFKa1VaUnZKZlBXdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2789441922?pwd=NmRMSnVRVTd5ODFKa1VaUnZKZlBXdz09
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/diocese-of-norwich-sunday-hope/id1503792582
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS85NDUzMjIucnNz
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS85NDUzMjIucnNz
https://open.spotify.com/show/7Ca6EhiaOxtXwj6GbXrFVA
https://overcast.fm/itunes1503792582/diocese-of-norwich-sunday-hope


Daily Hope offers music, prayers, and reflections as well as full worship 
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. 
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has 
been set-up particularly to help those unable to join online church 
services during the period of restrictions. 
 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2020 (a preview of what we have sent to 

the Village newsletter for December, so you know what is planned; with 

added notes in italics) 

 
LIGHT UP HEACHAM with STARS 

After last year’s great angel festival, we would like to encourage everyone 

to make and/or display stars in your windows, on your fences, in your 

trees, in your garden, wherever you can - for all to see. Lighting up 

Heacham with Stars, to bring some joy and light in this dark time, so 

we can walk around the village spotting stars from mid-December 

onwards. In the Christmas story it was the star that the wise men 

followed to find Jesus…maybe you could follow the stars around the 

village and see where you can find Jesus?   

(We will be decorating the church with stars too, whether we can open 

for services or not, so if you want to make/lend a star or 2 for church 

could you let Liz know please? The 2 schools are going to be making 

some for us to display) Please do put stars in your windows, etc and, if 

you can, also a nativity scene with Jesus in… if you want a printed picture 

of a nativity, ask and we can print one in the office)  

 



Christmas Church Servcies 

When writing this, we do not know 

whether we will be able to hold 

services in church or not at 

Christmas - please keep on eye on our website and facebook page, and 

the notice boards at the church and church hall. 

We hope to be able to have a Christmas Eve Midnight service and a 

service on Christmas Day in church. (You may need to book a seat as 

numbers will be limited due to Covid-19 regulations - details of how to do 

this will be published if needed).  

Our VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE and CHRISTINGLE will both be online this 

year, pre-recorded and accessed via Heacham Parish Church Youtube 

channel.   

 

Prayer and Remembering 

At present the church building is open on Wednesdays from 10-12 

and Saturdays from 2-4 for private prayer and reflection.  You can 

light a candle, sit and pray in the quiet, and enjoy the peace of the 

church building. From mid-December we will have a Christmas tree in 

church on which you can hang a Star with a prayer, or the name of 

someone you wish to remember. 

We also plan to have, in the church porch, a festive display and prayer 

board; so even when the church is not open, anyone can come into the 

porch to write a prayer, or remember someone.  

 

Bereavement Support 

On Saturday December 12th Sue Spencer, plus another member of 

the Bereavement Team, will be in church from 2pm-4pm for people 

who have been bereaved at any time. You will be welcome to light a 

candle and/or hang a star on the prayer tree. 

 

Churchyard 

The churchyard is always open for you to walk in. We will have a nativity 

scene on display from mid-December in front of the church… and a star 

on the top of the tower. 



 
Advent and Christmas ideas & resources from the Diocese   
Reflections for Advent and Christmas, by Susanna Gunner, available at 
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/resource/advent-reflections/ 
If you would like paper copies of these please leave a message on the 
church office answerphone:  01485 572539. 
  
 
Digital Advent Calendar - Twenty-six varied contributors from across 
the Diocese (a shepherd, a teacher, a prison chaplain, for example) will 
offer us something to ponder each day, starting with an image or a poem 
or some music. Each door will leave us all with something rich to turn 
over prayerfully throughout the day in question.  Sign up to have each 
day’s offering sent to your email inbox - http://eepurl.com/hiEuQv You 
can also access the calendar via all the Diocesan social media channels. 
 

 

 

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/resource/advent-reflections/
http://eepurl.com/hiEuQv

