
            
 
Sunday Service 24th January 2021  - Epiphany 3 
 
Shona plays  ‘Lord of all hopefulness’   as we gather, chosen as a 
reminder that God is with us in everything we do, all through our lives.  
 
Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you; and also with you.  

As we gather in our homes, together yet apart, we meet in the presence 

of God; the God who is the same, today, yesterday, and tomorrow. The 

God who is with us today, during this lockdown and always, the God who 

loves us.  

Loving Lord, 

thank you that you meet us where we are, 

in the middle and muddle of our daily tasks. 

Help us to hear your call, to recognise your voice, 

and to respond to your invitation to be with you now. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord called the disciples to be fishers of men. 

He calls us to follow Him, to trust in, rely on, and have confidence in Him. 

Come, let us cast our nets into His waters and offer ourselves in worship 

and praise.    Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
Jesus is good news for all people. 
Yet our lives are marred by sin. 
God is compassionate and faithful. 
 



We offer our confession, trusting in God’s love. 
We have sinned against you, Lord. 
We have faltered – instead of following you. 
We have hesitated – instead of following you. 
We have resisted – instead of following you. 
We have turned away – instead of following you. 
We have ignored – instead of following you. 
 
Have mercy upon us. 
Forgive us, restore us, heal us; and release us to follow you. 
Amen. 
 
May God, who loved the world so much that he sent His Son to be our 
Saviour, forgive you your sins and make you holy to serve Him in the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn:  Dear Lord and Father of mankind   

sung & played by Richard G, Sue, Val, Karen, Richard C, Lesley, 
and Hilary  

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives Thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise; 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word: 
rise up and follow Thee; 
rise up and follow Thee. 
 
O sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
the silence of eternity 
interpreted by love; 
interpreted by love! 



With that deep hush subduing all 
our words and works that drown 
the tender whisper of Thy call, 
as noiseless let Thy blessing fall 
as fell Thy manna down; 
as fell Thy manna down. 
 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of Thy peace; 
the beauty of Thy peace. 
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire, 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm; 
O still small voice of calm! 
 
 
Bible Reading:    Mark 1: 14-20       read by Sue Turner  

 
A Reflection   from Pip Lawrence    

The older I become, the more I find myself empathising with the first two 
lines of a Keats sonnet which goes: “When I have fears that I may cease 
to be before my pen has gleaned my teeming brain”. In particular these 
thoughts apply to reflecting on scripture. The more I spend time looking 
at scripture the more I am aware that there is so much more to think 
about and to say. 
 
The six verses of Mark’s gospel, read today, are a classic example of the 
inability to glean thoughts in a lifetime. It is especially challenging when 
dealing with Mark, whose gospel goes at breakneck speed. The reading 
embraces John the Baptist, the start and content of the ministry of Jesus, 
and the calling of the inner group of disciples. 
 



So for our thoughts on these verses we are going to ignore Mark’s 
urgency to get as much information into a handful of verses. We are 
going to recognise the impossibility of the task and basically only look at 
one verse. It is a verse that says enough to fill a myriad of sermons – 
v17: “Come follow me”, said Jesus, “and I will make you fishers of men”. 
 
Three words spoken to a rag-tag group of fishermen: “Come follow me”. 
Who knew what these words would truly mean to mankind. If you had 
been a bystander, would you have given them a second thought. If you 
had been Mrs. Peter would you have taken kindly to your husband 
leaving gainful employment to go off on a wild goose chase with his 
‘homies’? Actually scripture does record Mrs. Peter as being on board but 
that was much later. Today we concentrate on the words which we see 
unfold in the lives of the early disciples who are told: “I will make you 
fishers of men”.  
 
Let us pause for a moment and dwell on the words “I will make you...” 
When Jesus came into our lives, when we decided to follow Jesus, one 
thing is certain - an element of transformation. Usually slowly to begin 
with, then more and more. Have we ever really appreciated the changes 
the Lord has made in us and through us? 
 
Peter was transformed from a fisherman to something very different. I 
am just going to list some ways that spring to mind. He became an open-
air speaker, leading thousands to Jesus. The leader of a movement that 
provided first century social services. The head of a church which was to 
become a worldwide movement. He became a traveller and trouble 
shooter. He became an author of letters and the source of Mark’s gospel. 
He was a miracle worker, a challenger of authority. An encourager, a 
change-maker enabling a seismic shift in culture and thinking. He was a 
prayer warrior. His death glorified the Lord according to legend. 
You can no doubt add to this list, but we always need to keep in mind 
that Peter’s transforming was a lifetime journey. Each season allowed for 
a different transformation. The key for Peter and for us was, and is, 
recognising the season and what the Lord is calling us to do in it. 
 
What about us today? Perhaps a useful exercise, as we are in the starting 
blocks of 2021, no ordinary year. Is to look back and see what the Lord 
called us and made us do? It is always encouraging to look back and see 



the changes the Lord has made in us. The things he showed us to do; no 
matter how obscure. They all have their value and are useful data for 
new seasons and new makings. 
 
What did the Lord make of you, what did he make of me? We all have 
our story to tell of the transforming work of Jesus in our lives. It may not 
sound like much compared to Peter’s list of transformations, but we do 
ourselves, others, and the Lord a disservice if we are unable to see the 
value in all acts which go to making life more peaceful, joyful, comforting, 
less painful, and more enhancing; both for others and ourselves. 
Recognising our contributions, and the contributions of others, helps us 
to see as Peter said: “ you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood”. 
 
So let us take time this week to look back, and then forward. We could 
kick off our deliberations by reflecting on these words from St Paul: 
“Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards, not many influential, not many were 
of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise”. Look back and look forward; and give thanks for all the times we 
have all been transformed by the renewing of our minds. From ordinary 
to extraordinary.    Amen. 
 

Song:  I want to walk with Jesus Christ      

             sung & played by Hilary, Lesley, Rosie, Lynda, Judith, and Colin  

 

I want to walk with Jesus Christ 

All the days I live of this life on earth; 

To give to Him complete control of body and of soul. 

        Follow Him, follow Him, yield your life to Him, 

       He has conquered death, He is King of kings; 

       Accept the joy which He gives to those who yield their lives to Him. 

 

I want to learn to speak to Him, 

To pray to Him, confess my sin; 

To open my life and let Him in, for joy will then be mine. 

        Follow Him, follow Him… 

 



I want to learn to speak of Him, 

My life must show that He lives in me; 

My deeds, my thoughts, my words must all speak of His love for me. 

       Follow Him, follow Him… 

 

I want to learn to read His word, 

For this is how I know the way 

To live my life as pleases Him, in holiness and joy. 

       Follow Him, follow Him… 

 

O Holy Spirit of the Lord, 

Enter now into this heart of mine; 

Take full control of my selfish will and make me wholly Thine! 

      Follow Him, follow Him… 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession,   led by Sue Bird  

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, the falling of a tear, the upward glancing 
of an eye, when none but God is near. 
 
Our Loving Heavenly Father, we bring to you all that we are today. We 
come with memories of the last week and our hopes and fears for the 
week ahead. 
 
In the stillness, quiet our hearts and minds and take us from us the 
strains and stress that weigh us down. May we know a sense of your 
compassionate presence and the beauty of your peace. 
    Lord in Your Mercy..........Hear our prayer. 
 
Father, we are troubled by the loss of so many to Coronavirus, we fear 
for the safety of those struck down by the virus in our hospitals and all 
those working in the NHS trying to bring relief. We miss our families, 
friends, colleagues, and our way of life. Yet, in spite of all this, we see 
acts of kindness, tenderness, and courage in our community and in the 
media. We give thanks for all those reaching out in so many ways to ease 
the needs of others, and in particular all NHS staff, key workers, and 
those working on the front line. Lord give to each enough rest, enough 
stamina, enough patience, and enough willpower to continue in the work 



to which they have been called. Give them hope Lord and keep them 
well.    
    Lord in Your Mercy.........Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all who minister in your name Lord. May they continue to seek your 
will as they guide us through these troubled times. We ask your special 
blessing upon Veronica - may she know your presence with her, and her 
family at this time. 
    Lord in Your Mercy........Hear our prayer. 
 
Guard and guide Elizabeth our Queen. Direct and inspire those in her 
government to work together for the good of us all. May we not be too 
negative in our criticism of our leaders; but accept that they are dealing 
with a crisis the like we have never known in our lifetimes. Direct us all to 
play our part by abiding by the rules set out for our safety. 
    Lord in Your Mercy..........Hear our prayer. 
 
Be with those who are ill, in pain or struggling with debt and worry. 
Reassure them Lord, give them courage, hope, and your peace. We pray 
for all those in our community who have suffered loss, known the despair 
of not being able to be close to a loved one, been denied the comfort of 
others in their grief. Lord you know only too well the pain we suffer when 
we are parted from those we love. May we know your light and love in 
our lives as we seek to fill the void with precious memories of those gone 
from our sight. 
    Lord in Your Mercy.........Hear our prayer. 
 
O Thou by whom we come to God, the life, the truth, the way. The path 
of prayer Thyself hast trod; Lord teach us how to pray. 
 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
 

 

 

We pray together the Lord’s Prayer,   led by Kate Bulmer  

 
 



Closing prayers: 
 

Loving Lord, 

thank you that you meet us where we are, 

in the middle and muddle of our daily lives. 

Help us as we look back, and look forward, to hear your call, 

to recognise your voice, 

and to respond to your invitation 

to follow you whatever we might be doing. 

Amen. 

 

May God give to you and to all those you love 

his comfort and his peace, 

his light and his joy, 

in this world and the next.  
 
And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with 
you and remain with you always.   Amen  
 

 

Shona plays  ‘ Wonderful grace’.  

 

 

 

************************ 

 

Church Contact:  

Rev. Veronica Wilson tel. 01485 570697  

or email: heacham.vicar@gmail.com  

Church Office tel. 01485 572539 (answerphone)  

or email: heacham.church@gmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:heacham.vicar@gmail.com


Notices 

 

Heacham Parish Church on Zoom - Sunday 10th January  

at 10am  (access from 9.50am)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88284288324?pwd=K2UzeUpnclRDN1ozSUdJ

Y25vWnVBZz09 

Meeting ID: 882 8428 8324  Passcode: 131974 

Or by telephone: call 0203 901 7895    

Meeting ID: 882 8428 8324 Passcode: 131974 

 

 

Morning Prayer will be available Monday to Friday, at 9am via 

Zoom.  If you would like to join please email Richard Chipps – 

chipps@hyford123.plus.com – who will invite you. 

 

 

 

Church building NOW OPEN for prayer and reflection 

From Wednesday 20th January we opened again for private prayer. The 
building will be open on Wednesdays and Saturdays; from 10am-2pm. 
The church is open, with no-one there to welcome; but there are clear, 
well-placed notices reminding visitors to adhere to Covid-19 guidelines.  
 
At all other times the church building is closed - no public worship, nor 
filming, nor live streaming, etc. Please contact Liz (churchwarden) if you, 
need access to the church. NB: includes keyholders. We plan to hold 
small funerals, as well as offering graveside burials.  
 
Our worship will continue with 'Heacham Parish Church online' on 
Youtube, via email, plus paper copies delivered to those who request 
them. Plus our new 'Heacham Parish Church on Zoom' at 10am on 
Sundays.  
 
We will review the situation at the end of January, and regularly from 
then on, so that we can re-open for services as soon as possible.  
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88284288324?pwd%3DK2UzeUpnclRDN1ozSUdJY25vWnVBZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1IfuQKcWQ_g86v-IsvRdct
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88284288324?pwd%3DK2UzeUpnclRDN1ozSUdJY25vWnVBZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1IfuQKcWQ_g86v-IsvRdct
mailto:chipps@hyford123.plus.com


Caring for Creation  

York Course Study over 5 weeks (fortnightly). John Whitbread and 

Gordon Taylor hosting via Zoom at 7pm on Thursday evenings. If enough 

interest they will also run a daytime session.  

Materials to follow are available at www.yorkcourses.org.uk. We will be 

hosting fortnightly so pop-in for one session if you wish, you will be very 

welcome. Contact gordonsmithtaylor50@gmail.com for the Zoom link. 

 

 

Podcast ‘Sunday Hope’ 

From the Diocese of Norwich - a weekly audio podcast. It is available 
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Overcast, Google Podcasts, and more.  
The podcast can also be listened to from any landline telephone: 
call 01603 537577 (local rate) to hear the latest edition.  
 

 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers, and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England; at the end of a telephone line. 

The line is available 24 hours a day, call 0800 804 8044. 

 
 
 
New part-time Administrator/Bookkeeper  
We are pleased to announce that Julie Turner has been appointed and 
will start on 2nd February. Julie will work Tuesday to Friday 10-12noon. 
Due to lockdown Julie will be mainly working from home; as the Church 
Office remains closed. Julie lives in Heacham and is an experienced 
administrator/bookkeeper. Please pray for her as she begins work in 
these unusual circumstances. Val Fisher will be undertaking handover for 
the bookkeeping during next month, and Alison Hoyle re the 
administrative side of matters, as Julie becomes familiar with the 
software we use.  
 
A huge ‘Thank You’ to Alison Hoyle for all she has done voluntarily 
keeping administrative matters running; and in sorting-out the records 
store. Alison has been a star, albeit a rather grubby one!  
 

http://www.yorkcourses.org.uk/
mailto:gordonsmithtaylor50@gmail.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/diocese-of-norwich-sunday-hope/id1503792582
https://open.spotify.com/show/7Ca6EhiaOxtXwj6GbXrFVA
https://overcast.fm/itunes1503792582/diocese-of-norwich-sunday-hope
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS85NDUzMjIucnNz


As we reach the close of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity you might 

be interested to read about the Grandchamp Monastic Community, 

Switzerland, who prepared the resources this year.  

Go to  https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/  

If you cannot access the internet, do ring the Church Office (572539) to 

ask for printed copies of the  

information. 

 

The theme for 2021, which also fits neatly with Pip’s sermon, is – 

 

 


