
                           
 
Sunday Service 16th May 2021 - after Ascension  
  
Opening music - Adrian plays ‘Priestly Prayer of Christ ascending towards 
His Father ‘(from his Ascension suite) by the renowned French mystic 
composer Olivier Messiaen  

As we gather in our homes, together yet apart, we meet in the presence 
of God, so let us come together to be God’s people. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
All and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen  indeed. Alleluia 
 
Christ has ascended on high. 
He reigns forever. Alleluia 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. Alleluia  
 
Almighty God, your son opened up for us a new and living  way into your 
presence.  
 
Give us new hearts and constant wills to worship you in Spirit and in 
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
   
 
Song:   Thy Kingdom Come          
sung and played by Sue, Richard C and G, Judith, Lesley, and Hilary 
(sung to the tune of Tell out my soul)  
 
 
 



Thy Kingdom Come – Lord teach us how to pray  
For all to know your joy, your peace and love  
And know your friendship each and every day  
The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove  
 
Thy Kingdom Come – Christ’s prayer to make us one  
That all may know the Father sent the Son  
To celebrate the victory He has won  
In love and grace we pray: ‘thy will be done’  
 
Thy Kingdom Come – we pray for those we know  
To turn and follow you for all their days  
and in your love find peace and service grow  
Our one desire and hope your highest praise  
 
Thy Kingdom Come – transform our human ways  
Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care  
Nations renewed, in giving thanks and praise  
To see God’s Kingdom come: this is our prayer  
 
Thy Kingdom Come – we praise your Holy name  
Your sacrifice and rising sets us free  
That by our words and lives we may proclaim  
By Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory! 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
What God has prepared for those who love him, he has revealed to us 
through the spirit; for the spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, who has 
prepared good things for those who love him. 
 
Lord Jesus, you suffered a cruel death on the cross for 
our redemption, 
yet we have forgotten your pain 
and stayed in the realm of the evil you defeated. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
 



Lord Jesus, you were raised from death to bring us new life, 
yet we have preferred the comfort of the familiar, 
and the empty promises of a sinful world. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you have ascended to your Father and our Father, 
your God and our God; 
plead there at the right hand of God 
for our forgiveness and entry into the fullness of his presence. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
May  we know that the God of love 
brings us back to himself, 
forgives us our sins, 
and assures us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Bible Reading:     John 17: 6-19          read by Susie Carlisle  
 
A Reflection   by Peter Murray     
 
In the world, yet not of the world 
 
The water spider is an amazing little creature. It lives in rivers and 
streams and survives in its environment by spinning a tough basketlike 
silk web, a kind of diving bell, which it anchors under water to plants or 
other objects. Then it captures a surface air bubble, which it pulls down 
and ejects into its underwater house, filling it with air. So, by web 
building and bubble trapping the water spider is able to live in an 
environment that would otherwise destroy it. 
 
Like the water spider it can feel sometimes that Christians are living in an 
alien environment, in a culture in which our faith is becoming more 
marginalised. This need not surprise us. Jesus has something to say 
about the situation in our reading for today in which we find his longest 
recorded prayer. Here he prays for himself and his disciples as he 
approaches the cross. In leaving them, the disciples would seemingly be 
alone in a hostile world, but they would not be unprotected. In verse 11 



Jesus prays that they may be “preserved” (the meaning in the Greek 
word), by which is meant that their relationship with their Lord would be 
forever secure. 
 
John uses the word “world” quite frequently in his gospel – 78 times to 
be precise. It’s given rise to some confusion. We know that God loves the 
world he created, yet here we find a negative view of that world. It’s 
important to bear in mind that the word “world” is used three different 
ways: the material world, fashioned and ordered by God and declared to 
be “very good” in Genesis 1:31; all people, as in the famous verse John 
3:16; and humanity alienated from God and acting in opposition to him. 
 
So, “the world” is the object of the Father’s love and also the system that 
is opposed to or indifferent to God’s will and purposes – a broken and 
wounded place. 
 
It’s entirely understandable to want to circle the wagons and withdraw 
from the world, which is what some cults do. In the 5th century Simon the 
Stylite lived for 37 years on a platform on top of a pillar so that he could 
be apart from the world. He didn’t manage all that well because he 
attracted thousands of people and others were inspired to emulate his 
lifestyle. The other extreme is to so compromise our Christian faith that 
there’s nothing distinctively Christian about us. We live in the world, but 
we are not of the world.  
 
Christianity is counter-cultural and a constant challenge to the values, 
attitudes, motives, and goals of the world. So, we have to function 
effectively as Christ’s disciples in the sphere where he has placed us, in 
such a way that we commend the Christian faith by the way we live and 
the words we speak. At the same time, we are always aware that we 
belong to Jesus and not to the world.  In verse 16 Jesus says: “They are 
not of the world, even as I am not of it”. In Romans 12:2 we are 
instructed not to, “conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind”. We are empowered by God’s 
way, and we are protected. In verse 11 Jesus prays: “Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name…”. As Jesus entrusted himself 
to the Father so he entrusts his followers to the Father’s protection. He 
has called us to share in his mission to the world, as we see in verse 18  



”As you have sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world” we 
are taken out of the world when our work is done. 
 
We are always able to draw on spiritual resources Christ makes available 
to us to be his disciples and to withstand all that impedes our witness. 
Perhaps we could take a tip from that water spider and ensure that our 
silk web and air bubble are in good working order. 
 
  
Thy Kingdom Come video (can be seen on Heacham Parish Church - 
YouTube)  
  
Prayers of Intercession   led by Gordon Taylor    
 
Almighty God, 
 
Your ascended Son has sent us into the world, to preach the good news 
of your kingdom. Inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the 
fire of your love.  That all who hear your Word may be drawn to you. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
Lord God of compassion, whose will be for peace built on righteousness, 
we bring our World before you now. Those places where there is 
upheaval, war, and natural disasters. We pray for peace in Gaza and 
Israel: for an end to hostilities, for comfort and help for all who suffer, 
and for reconciliation between Palestine and Israel. We bring before you 
those places which do not hit the headlines but where many are in great 
difficulty, for Yemen, Syria to name but two...we pray especially for those 
who are at hand to support and help the needy, give them resources, 
stamina, and trust in you. 
Lord in your Mercy - Hear our prayer. 
 
God of all Comfort and Counsel, we continue to pray for those who are 
grieving, reeling from the sudden loss of loved ones due to Covid, both in 
this country and across your world.  May they find your fellowship in their 
suffering, your comfort in their loss, and your hope in their despair.  
Lord in your Mercy - Hear our prayer. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEfWbBrE77u7MPpdjWtwzow?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEfWbBrE77u7MPpdjWtwzow?view_as=subscriber


God of all Wisdom, we pray for our leaders: The World Health 
Organisation, national governments, and local leaders too - heads of 
schools, hospitals, and other institutions. We particularly pray for the 
leaders of those countries which have an advanced vaccine programme 
that they would be mindful of their responsibility to those places that are 
in desperate need and would in turn be willing to help where they can. 
Lord in your Mercy – Hear our Prayer. 
 
We pray too for Veronica, our Ministry team and PCC as they make 
decisions regarding the future months within our Church building and 
community.  
 
We ask you Lord to reveal yourself to those who visit the Labyrinth and 
prayer stations this week. Encourage us in our prayers this week as we 
pray for Thy kingdom to come here in Heacham and throughout the 
world. 
Lord in your Mercy – Hear our prayer. 
 
Finally, God of all comfort and counsel, we pray for those who are 
suffering from any illness at this time. We pray for those who have lost 
loved ones. May they find your comfort in their loss and your hope in 
their despair. We name before you those known to us and who are 
vulnerable and scared, the frail, the sick and elderly…….. God of comfort, 
be with them we pray. (parts taken for Peter Greig 24/7 Prayer. A Prayer 
for Deliverance from the Coronavirus). 
Merciful Father. Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
We gather all our prayers together, as we say the prayer our Father has 
taught us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
Song:   We seek your kingdom (sung to the tune of Abide with me) 
produced for Thy Kingdom Come 2021  
 
 
 



We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere  
We long for heaven’s demonstration here  
Jesus your light shine bright for all to see  
Transform, revive, and heal society 
 
Before all things, in him were all things made  
Inspiring culture, media, and trade  
May all our work serve your economy  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 
Peace, truth, and justice reigning everywhere  
With us be present in our public square  
Fill all who lead with your integrity  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 
Forgive us Lord, when we have not engaged  
Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page  
Make us again what we were made to be  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 
Faithful to govern ever may we be  
Selfless in service, loving constantly  
In everything may your authority  
Transform, revive, and heal society     
 
Closing prayers 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you and those you love now and always. 
All   Amen. 
 
Christ has gone up on high. Alleluia. 
 
God raised Christ from the dead 
and enthroned him at his right hand in the heavenly realms. 
 



God put all things in subjection beneath his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the Church. 
 
We died, and our life lies hidden with Christ in God. 
We set our minds on things above. 
 
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, 
we too will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
Christ has gone up on high. Alleluia. 
  
Closing music  - Adrian plays ‘Toccata’ from the famous Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor BWV 565- J S Bach 
 

*************** 

Church Contact: 
Rev. Veronica Wilson tel. 01485 570697 
or email: heacham.vicar@gmail.com 
Church Office tel. 01485 572539 (answerphone) 
Or email: heacham.church@gmail.com 
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